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Theme:  The Holy Spirit as Common Sense 

 

 

Jesus, in his parables, addressed Himself to the common sense in his hearers. 

And we have spoken about the Holy Spirit being so important, the life of God 

within us. In the whole of the Jewish traditions, we are alive with God's own 

life. If we have to find a contemporary English word for Holy Spirit, common 

sense would be the best word for it. Common sense, in its deepest sense, not in 

the superficial sense. Common -- and -- sense. It's common to all human beings, 

because that's what makes us human. - God's own Spirit within us. And it makes 

sense. It's the only way of making sense. And, because Jesus addresses Himself 

to common sense, He speaks with authority. And in the very first chapter of 

Mark, -- as I said the earliest Gospel as we have it today --Mark says: "And 

the people said, 'Wow,"' we would say today. 'Wow ' is not in the Gospels , but 

'Wow' belongs here. "Wow! This man speaks with authority!" He says, "The people 

were astonished." "Wow! This man speaks with authority!" Who speaks with real 

authority? Always someone who appeals to common sense. He appeals to the 

authority within yourself which is ultimately responsible for recognizing any 

other authority. Because if you don't recognize another authority by the 

authority of your common sense, it isn't an authority for you. May claim to be 

an authority. But then comes this other half of the statement. And that's where 

we get in trouble. 
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Then the next thing is, most people will say, "He speaks on His own authority." 

"Listen, I've come from the Father. I've come into the world," as JOHN (?) put 

it. "I didn't tell it, 'Nobody has seen the Father but the Son."' This is all 

Gospel and very            , and I believe it. But it is misapplied in this 

sense. And we should just not have the impression that Jesus went around and 

said, "I know it all. Listen to Me. I'm the ultimate authority." For one thing, 

we know He couldn't possibly have done that. because He wouldn't have any 

followers. People who say that usually don't have many followers. And He had 

lots of followers.  

 

Because He appealed to common sense. That was His authority. And, of course, 

Common Sense, in capital letters, is God's Sense within our hearts. It is the 

Holy Spirit, which, in the Biblical tradition, was breathed into our nostrils. 

And so, we became human. We are those animals who are alive with God's own 

life. That is Biblical knowledge. So our Common Sense,-the one we have in 

common with one another, and with God, - because otherwise we could never know 

God. PAUL says that absolutely clearly, -- is the Holy Spirit. Jesus appeals to 

the Holy Spirit, but in the hearts of his hearers. "Don't you know it?" And 

they all say, "Yes. We do." Then He says, "Be converted and live accordingly." 

Now the joke is on us.  
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Well, of course, obviously there are many different opinions among exegetes. 

But I think one can make a good point by taking just one parable after the 

other and going through it, you can really show that this works. That first of 

all, your basis for understanding must be given in our hearts. Because 
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otherwise, there is no basis. Ask yourself on what authority you believe in 

anything. Even in the authority of God. So take it out, for a moment, from the 

parables-- obviously you have to come back to the parables, because that's one 

of our favorite themes --but take it out from the parables, and just ask 

yourself, on what authority do you believe in whatever is the highest authority 

for you on earth or in heaven. The Bible. On what authority do you believe in 

the authority of the Bible? But most people don't believe in the authority of 

the Bible directly from the Bible. If they do, all right, then you ask: "Why do 

you believe in the authority of the Bible rather than the authority of the 

Koran, which makes much higher claims for God than the Bible, in its own 

terms?" Or some other sacred books in the world. Why? And the only answer, the 

only possible answer psychologically is -- either you just say, "Because I 

never read the Koran," but that's not really an answer, or "I've been brought 

up as a Christian and (next unclear). But that's not a reason either. That's no 

solid ground. The only solid ground is when you say, "My heart tells me so." 

Or, most people would probably say, "I believe in the authority of the Bible 

because of the church." Well, then, why do you believe in that church? It 

always falls back on yourself. You have to make that. And that's what I said 

the other night: The moment of spiritual maturing comes when you dare to take 

responsibility for where you place authority. As long as you are spiritually a 

child, immature, you just say, "Well, that's the authority. But I have never 

questioned this authority. Unquestionably, whatever my Dad says, that's it." 

Or. "Whatever the Pope says, that's it." When you have questioned the authority 

and then bestowed authority on that authority from the only place from which 

you can bestow it; namely, from the authority of the Holy Spirit in your  
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heart. Then you are standing on your own feet, because you take responsibility 

for that. And if somebody else tells you, "That's wrong." That isn't authority. 

All I can say is that,for me, it's authority. And you have to always consider 

the possibility that you may be wrong. That also belongs to maturity.  

 

So now, we can come back to the parables, if you like. For instance, Jesus even 

appeals to that Common Sense, deep down, that spring from that sense of 

connectedness. 

Now Jesus says, "There is something wrong, obviously. Look at this world~. 

Everything's wrong." What is wrong? You are not following the Holy Spirit in 

your heart. You know better. You have experience the Kingdom of God 
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Now Jesus says, "There is something wrong, obviously. Look at this world~. 

Everything's wrong." What is wrong? You are not following the Holy Spirit in 

your heart. You know better. You have experience the Kingdom of God. 
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So, how does it work? This is typical. It tells you something that you know 

already. Because the Kingdom is within you. The Kingdom is the rock-bottom 

reality of your awareness. And all the parables are, in one way or another, 

about the Kingdom. So, it refers to you Common Sense. 

 

Now Common Sense is a beautiful word. If we had to invent a word for what the 
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Catholic tradition, the whole Christian tradition , calls The Holy Spirit, we 

should do no better than call it, "Common Sense." It is the sense that all of 

us have in  
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common with one another and even with God. We could never understand what God 

is all about, unless we had Common Sense with God. Unless we had Sense in 

Common with God. This is profound, you see. At the very depths of our awareness 

is God's own awareness. And that is why we can speak God's language.  

And so, appealing to Common Sense in this deep and full sense of the word,-- 

Jesus always appeals to Common Sense. And that's what any human being in the 

world can understand. You see, that's why these parables are so universal.- 
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And in going towards His death, in moving towards the cross, Jesus, humanly 

speaking, discovers what the power of God to save really is. You see, let's not 

get it here that He had it all worked out. That would not make Him like us in 

all things except alienation. That would make Him very much unlike us. Because 

one of the most important things of being human is that we haven't figured it 

out. We are learning it step by step. And so He also learns, step by step. He 

knows it, deep down, like all of us know it, deep down. That's what makes us 

human.  We know the power of God. We know that we belong. ~ut again, we long 

and we belong. And, in that longing we work it out, step by step, we discover 

what it's all about. And so, He still, to the last thinks that the power to 

save must save Him. And when he hangs on the cross, He cries out, "My God!" All 

that intimacy that He had with the Father. "My God! Why have You forsaken Me?" 

Absolute catastrophe! And then, the last word is, "I don't understand it," so 

to say. "I don't know why You have forsaken Me, but into Your hands, I commend 

my Spirit. I trust You, even though I don't  
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understand anything. " And that's the last word we have. And that would be the 

last word for any one of us. We do not know what the power of God to save is 

like. It looks, in the end, as if it were powerless. "God's weakness," as Paul 

will say, "is stronger than all human power." And it looks like absolute folly. 

That's not the way of going about saving the world. And Paul says, "And God's 

folly is wiser than human wisdom." And when I am weak, then I am strong!~ 

Absolute paradox! And that is what Jesus discovers. And that is what we 

discover, if we follow the Holy Spirit, if we follow Common Sense. And we will 

be squelched. By the Letter. But the Law. And by the Flesh. And we'll end up on 

our own cross. But it's a place worth ending up on. Because it's not the end. 

Because the Spirit is Life. Not just also some aspect of life. The Spirit is 

what makes alive. And therefore, even though we die, behold, we live! And He 

died, and He lives! That's all we need to know about the Resurrection. Really, 

any other speculation about it may be interesting, may be stimulating, but gets 

us into sidetracks. But to know that He died -- that's the original message. He 

died, but God raised Him up. Not even He goes. That's not the earliest 

formulation. Because if you're really dead, you can't rise any more. If you're 

really dead, you can't, by your own power, rise. That's what it means to be 

dead. Gone! Totally powerless! Now I'm not saying that this formulation is 

wrong. It's to be seen in perspective. The earliest message about the 
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Resurrection is, "God raised Him up." He was really dead. Absolutely dead. The 

end. Powerless. God raised Him up. That power of God to save cannot be 

squelched. It lives. And it's always there. And He dies, and behold. He lives! 

 And that is what we experience. And in this life, we can live. This is life 

that was always there, is ours by our birthright, and we can unfold it. And 

that's what I would like to do with you in the afternoon-- speak about that 

life and how does it realize itself. How does one live in that life? What are 

the implications? What makes it so difficult? And what makes it so glorious?  


