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PLUNTIFICIA COMMISSIO | . Cesa Santz lzarta
JUSTITIA ET PAX ‘ : Yatican City
Adgust 17, 1967 2

Ref. 67/565

Rt. Rev. Magr. Luigi Ligutti :
Palazzo San Cario
Citta' del Vaticano

Dear lisgr. Ligutti: -

In fulfillment of your reguest, I have consulted with Fatherxr
Giuseppe Cusc of the Secretariat for lon Christian Religions. nhere
in the Vaticen, concerning the intention of Brotaer Devid. O.S.B.
}ount Saviour liorastery, liew York, in relation to Zen Buddhism.

Fatner Cuoc's recction was altogether positive. Ee believes,
in generzl, that Catholics of proper background and intention should
undertake suca experiences as those planned by Brother David. de
believes toat it iz shrouch such experiences that we will really
lez>n the inaer 1ignht of other religions, end trat such eypnriences
must be urdertzaken even though there is no full assurance of succes
in the fizrs t attenpts at such 1nterconmun1cat13n.

From the point of view of the Secre:;riat of the Pontificzl
Comnission Justice and Pezce, I must add my own wor ¢ of support foo
this experience. DBudéhisn as a religion is now uucer~olng the tre-
mendous inpact of technology and Western socizl progress. It is
becoming socially conscious. Ve see this in a telling manner in

Vietnan.

In Ris Mew Encyclical Populorun Progressio, Pope Pau dize
ust unae-.ahe ¢1dague" between the diverse culuuﬁes of th
ormicsion is especially concerned with dialogue on <
he otner religions. 1 rather doubt that Brother Davi
s Lo give Loo muca close sttention to the social content of
sm. lLevertneless tnis Pontifical Commission would appreciate .
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s, connment and counsel which ne =migatl ncke eclong these
int during nis experience of the next few yecrs. I
e 1 you 25 a2 llember oi the Porntificzl Commission woula

rais to the proper peonle.
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